LIFE OF DANIEL WEBSTER.                      [On. XII.

" Our Circuit Court sits to-morrow, when I expect from Judge Story a
stock of Washington news. With Mrs. Mason's and my best regards to
Mrs. Webster, and wishing you a safe return home,

" I am. truly yours,

" J. MASON.

" I have read your Panama speech, which has reached here. It is all
that it should be. It is read with eagerness, and abundantly praised. The
opposition can gain nothing on this subject. They misjudged in attempt-
ing to attach such vast importance to it. What I chiefly regret in that
matter is the course adopted by Mr. McLane. I fear it is an indication of
his inclination favorable to the opposition."

From the commencement of this session of .Congress in
December, 1825, to its termination in May, 1826, Mr. "Web-
ster's occupations were incessant. On the 8th of May he wrote
to Judge Story that since the first day of December he had not
been'an "inch "from his place, till the previous Saturday,
when he rode a few miles on horseback. He went home about
the middle of May. His health, however, was good, tod it-
well needed to be so, for there was awaiting him, in the near
but as yet undeveloped future, another of those occasions on
which no voice but his could speak to the country as its
emotions demanded.

On the 4th of July, 1826, John Adams, at Quincy, and
Thomas Jefferson, at Monticello, died within a few hours of
each other, each conscious of the day that was his last on earth.
This extraordinary coincidence, which, it has been well said, is
itnparalleled in history, produced a most profound impression
throughout the country. Commemorative services were every-
where held. In Boston the municipal authorities requested
to pronounce a public discourse on the lives and
.taege great leaders of the Kevolution; and, in com-
fl request, the eulogy which is so well known
was ,ldeliyJ0^Coii the 2d of August, 1826. Again I must resort
to the satoe yjsk fera ^Hch I have borrowed the description
of the Plymouife <j>tiittoii and the Address at Bunker Hill:

"Inl82C," o^swe^r/Ticknor, "when Mr. Webster was preparing his
discourse in commem'ona/tlon of Adams and Jefferson, ho talked with me
much about it.- It seemed to; to|)arrass him in several parts, and to satisfy him
less in the composition thaii he htd^een satisfied in preparing the address
on Bunker Hill the year before, lie showed me no part of it while he was